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nature of these types of transportation operations, it was relatively easier to justify the need for composite flooring. 

The justifications for choosing composite flooring over conventional flooring were one or more of the following 

reasons: weight savings, high number of load cycles, need for moisture protection, heavy lift truck loads and 

occasionally, even narrow tire widths of lift trucks. In the recent times, large fleets are considering composite 

flooring with the goal of extending the lifetime of the trailer to more than seven years before trade-in of trailer. The 

potential higher trade-in value of a trailer with composite flooring provides further motivation. Market demand for 

composite flooring has consistently grown for the past six years. About 25,000 van trailers having composite 

flooring are currently in operation all over North America. One such trailer was exhibited at the American 

Composite Manufacturers Association tradeshow at St. Louis, Missouri in 2006. This trailer belongs to a relatively 

new category of operation for composite flooring, namely the large truckload carriers who are typically involved in 

the transportation of industrial goods of all kinds. In this type of operation, the number of load cycles on the floor is 

a not a major consideration due to relatively low frequency of loading and unloading of trailers, however, reduced 

maintenance, longevity of flooring and weight savings are significant considerations. 

Figure 19. Trailer with composite flooring exhibited at the ACMA tradeshow in 2006 
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